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DESERT CUP TOURNAMENT RULES 
 
 
 

There will be NO more than seven players per team on the field at one time for the age 5-6 and 7-8 divisions.  Up to nine players for 
the 9-10 division and up to eleven players per team for the 11-12 and 13-15-year-old divisions.  If a team does not have the 
maximum number of players allowed on the field at one time, the opposing team is not required to play down in numbers.  
Complete teams are entered into the tournament; STARS is not responsible for players who fail to appear on game day and 
leave their team short.  A team must forfeit if they do not have at least four players for the 5-6 and 7-8 age groups; at least five for 9-
10 and at least seven players for 11-12 and 13-15 age groups.  A forfeit decision must be rendered after 10 minutes past the 
scheduled kick-off time.  Teams are not allowed to “borrow” players from other teams during Regionals.  However a player can 
potentially double-roster in two different age groups with Director approval.  Players who advance to state but choose not to 
participate can be replaced on the roster by another tournament player (same skill/age level or below) from the same location.  It is 
the Parent Coach’s responsibility to check players before sending them onto the field.  ANY ILLEGAL PLAYER SENT ONTO THE FIELD 
WILL RESULT IN A PENALTY UP TO AND INCLUDING TEAM DISQUALIFICATION AT THE DISCRETION OF THE DIRECTORS.  There will be 
wristband ID checks on the field by the referee.  Immediately notify a Director at the Command Tent if you have any concerns; do not 
wait until the end of the game. 

 
a. Players who are waiting to be substituted into the game will remain a minimum of five feet from the sideline in the restricted 

area for Parent Helpers and players.  Subs will wait on the sidelines (not the end lines) and are not to gather near or around the 
goal area nor the spectator viewing area. 

b. Designated Parent Coaches will be rotating the substitutes into the games.  STARS coaches will be acting only as 
referees at the tournament.  Substitutes must come in from the half-line. The referee must grant the player permission 
BEFORE he/she enters the field. 

c. Spectators must remain ten feet from the sidelines at all times and are not permitted in the designated restricted area 
between the fields. Spectators are also not allowed to stand behind the goal box at any time.  

d. Parents and Parent Coaches are not allowed on the field, even during a stoppage of play.  In the event of an injury the referee 
will respond immediately and determine if the on-site athletic trainer is needed.  Parents are never to run onto the field. 

e. Games will consist of two, 20-minute halves (24 min for ages 9-15) with a 2-minute half time. There is a very short time window 
between games so please check your game schedule carefully for double-headers.  You will need to promptly HAND ESCORT 
your child to their next game field in the event of back-to-back scheduling. 

f. You will hear an air horn sound for the first half of the game to begin, at half time, for the second half of the game to begin, and 
at the conclusion of each match.  Games will start promptly at the scheduled time. However, the game does not end until the 
referee’s whistle is blown.  

g. Games will start on time even if some players have not yet arrived. *Ten minute grace period allowed to avoid a forfeit. 
If your child is not to their designated field on time quietly alert the designated Parent Coach who will place your child on the 
sidelines until they are substituted into the game.  

 

POINTS 
 

● The winning team will receive SIX points for winning plus ONE point for each goal they scored, up to a max of THREE goal points. 
● The losing team will receive ONE point for each goal scored, up to a max of THREE points.   
● In the event of a tie each team receives THREE points for the game plus ONE point for each goal scored, up to THREE goal points 

(maximum of SIX points possible). 
● In a forfeit the winning team receives points based on a 3-0 game score.  The forfeiting team will receive NO points for that game. 
● At the end of the day please see the final score sheets posted near the check in area to see if your team is advancing to the State 

Playoffs.  You can also call our office after 7p.m. at (480) 603 – 3780 and listen for the extension listed for soccer teams who will 
advance to State Playoffs, or visit our website at http://az.activstars.com/soccer/soccer-news-events . All results will be posted 
after the games conclude in the evening.  
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GAME SCHEDULE 
 

1. Each team will be play a total of three games at Regionals. In the event of an odd numbers of teams in a bracket, one team will 
play an extra game but the game resulting in the least points earned will be dropped.   

2. The top eight teams in each division advance to the quarter-finals held at the State Tournament.  These top eight teams are 
determined by point totals.  *If there are less than eight teams in the division, fewer than that number may advance to State 
Playoffs.  Please check the website for details. 

3. Once your team has completed their final game please stop by the command tent to exchange your wristband for your 
participation trophy and then head to the posted game results to see the standings. 
 

In the event that two teams are tied on points, total goals against will be used to determine which team will advance. If there is still 
a tie, then the goal differential will be used (i.e. if a team scored seven goals and conceded only one goal over the course of three 
games that would equal a plus six goal difference).  If there is STILL a tie, goals scored will be used to determine the advancing team. 

 

REFEREES 
 

1. Due to the high volume of games there will be one referee per game on the small fields and no less than two referees per game 
on the large fields.   

2. The referee will be a coach who is neutral to both teams.   
3. The referee is the official timekeeper and ALL DECISIONS are final.  Harassing the referee will not be tolerated and will only result 

in your removal as a spectator. 
4. Goalkeepers are allowed for 7+ age divisions/teams and older at this tournament. Keepers will be given a different colored pinnie 

to distinguish themselves from field players.   
5. There is no off-sides on the small fields of ages 5-6, 7-8 and 9-10. 
6. Illegal throw-ins will be overturned to the other team.  Slide-tackling is not permitted. 
7. At the referee’s discretion a penalty kick may be awarded for a foul in the box.  PKs are taken from the spot marked on the field. 

Ages 5-6 shoot on an open goal with no keeper/defender. 
 

The referee has the ability to temporarily remove a player from the field for a five minute suspension period and reserves the right 
to expel a player from any game.  No unsportsmanlike conduct will be tolerated from players OR PARENTS and may be grounds for 
expulsion. 

 
STATE PLAYOFF GAME INFORMATION  

Quarter Finals, Semi Finals and Finals 

 
1. The first round (quarter-finals) will be played as “knockout” games.  Only the winning teams will advance to the semi-finals that 

day. However, teams that lose in the quarter-finals will still receive a consolation game usually IMMEDIATELY following their first 
game.  This means that each team that advances to State Playoffs will receive a guarantee of two games!  Students will also 
receive recognition for their accomplishment in making it to the playoffs.  
 

*If the division advances only four teams from Regionals, all four teams will immediately proceed to the semi-finals to begin the 
day. 
 

2. If a game is tied after the conclusion of regular play time the game will proceed into overtime. 
a. The teams will play for five minutes of overtime or until the first goal is scored (golden goal).   
b. If no goal is scored during the 5 minute overtime period, the teams will go into a shoot out.  In a shoot out each team 

selects exactly five players to take one penalty kick each.  The two teams will alternate turns taking each penalty kick 
until all ten shooters have gone.  In the event of a tie after the first shoot out, five different players must be selected by 
each team for a sudden death shoot out.   

 
* STARS Coaches are not permitted to coach their own teams without expressed consent from the 
Directors.  The opposing STARS Coach must have also been given the option to coach in order for this 
to be considered.  If an STARS Coach violates this rule they will be banned from the grounds for the 
duration of the Tournament.  If the STARS Coach is found on the sidelines again the team playing that 
game may be disqualified.  We ask that Parent Coaches assist us in ensuring that it never comes to this. 
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